
The	  Montreal	  Statement	  
	  	  

(November,	  2013)	  
	  
We, the assembled participants of the 27th Plenary meeting of the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites 
(CEOS), taking place in Montreal, Canada, on 5 and 6 November 2013:  
  
Building upon our collective commitments to coordinate our Earth observation satellite missions in response to 
needs expressed by the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the UN Office for 
Disaster Risk Reduction International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR), UN Conventions on  Biodiversity 
and Desertification, the intergovernmental Group on Earth Observations (GEO), the Global Climate Observing 
System (GCOS), World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Programmes, the Group of 20 Industrialised Nations 
(G20), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and other external stakeholders;  
  
Confirming our Primary Mission to ensure international coordination of civil space-based Earth observations 
programs and promote exchange of data to optimize societal benefit and inform decision making for securing a 
prosperous and sustainable future for humankind; and,  
  
Recognizing the major investments made by CEOS Agencies in developing the space-based segment of the 
Global Earth Observation System of Systems, and global observing systems operated under the auspices of the 
United Nations;  
  
Declare that:  With the renewal and strengthening of the organization governance, CEOS Agencies have agreed 
to continue and enhance their cooperation to respond effectively to Earth Observation users’ needs.  We will do so 
by achieving integration across the full range of Earth observations, by closing important observational gaps, and 
by promoting the sharing, and improving access to and use of, CEOS Agency data. This cooperation will be 
expressed through global-level initiatives and projects, including:  
  
•  In a joint effort with the Coordination Group for Meteorological Satellites (CGMS), development and provision of 

climate data records, in support of climate monitoring, research, and services;  
•  Coordinated space-based observations to support the effective monitoring and management of the worlds’ 

forested regions to support any future international climate agreement, including Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and forest Degradation, sustainable forest management, conservation and carbon enhancement 
(REDD+); 

•  Implementation of the 1st phase of the acquisition strategy for supporting the monitoring of agricultural 
production at national, regional and global levels which is complementary to the Agricultural Market Information 
System (AMIS) initiative;  

•  Implementation of a strategy for observing and assessing the global carbon cycle;  
•  Application of space-based Earth observations to support research in biodiversity, the world’s oceans, and an 

improved understanding of the global water cycle; and 
•  Strengthened support to the disaster management community through both the creation of a new CEOS 

Working Group on Disasters and the development of a global observation strategy.  
  
CEOS will accomplish these activities through contributions from its Virtual Constellations and Working Groups, 
among other mechanisms.  CEOS will continue to address user needs, for data quality, data discovery and access, 
and capacity building. 
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CEOS	  plays	  a	  vital	  role	  in	  ensuring	  coordina6on	  of	  Earth	  observa6ons	  to	  enable	  decisions	  for	  securing	  
a	  prosperous	  and	  sustainable	  future	  for	  humankind.	  	  


