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Mister Chairman, Distinguished Guests, on behalf of the Chair of the Committee on Earth Observation
Satellites (CEOS), it is my pleasure to provide you with the formal statement of CEOS engagement and
contributions to GEO. It is an honour for me to give this statement, coming as it does at the closing of
one decade of the important CEOS-GEO relationship, and the dawning of an exciting new one.

CEQS, through the major sustained investments made by its fifty-five Member and Associate Agencies,
continues to develop the space segment of the GEOSS and ¢ es the availability of space-based
Earth observations to GEO.
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expressed its support for rategic Plan 2016-2025. CEOS Agencies acknowledged the many
opportunities CEOS was give express its views as the document developed, and thanked the IPWG
for taking these views on board in a number of areas.

CEOS Agencies were particularly pleased to see that CEOS input helped shape the Core Functions, as
they will help GEO be outcome-focused and measure its impact on the world. CEQOS looks forward to
working closely with GEO as the underlying indicators and targets are refined and developed. Itis
critical they provide an accurate holistic understanding of GEQ’s performance, as well as giving a sound
view of which parts are working well and which need further support.

CEOS Agencies also highlighted two other areas in the new Strategic Plan.


http://www.earthobservations.org/documents/geo_xi/geoxi_ceos_statement.pdf

Firstly, CEOS Agencies noted the emphasis now placed on the important and unique role that GEO plays
in connecting and convening players along the Earth observation value chain. CEOS will be looking to
GEO to significantly increase efforts in this area, and sees the coming months as key in more clearly
defining and communicating the value proposition GEO offers these groups in order to foster a greater
interest in partnerships.

Secondly, CEOS Agencies warmly welcomed the major emphasis GEO will place on the definition of
authoritative and clearly prioritized user requirements. This will greatly support CEQS’s efforts to work
systematically to implement a space segment that provides sustained and comprehensive observations
of all aspects of the Earth system.
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CEOS Agencies further expressed their commitment to build on CE
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- CEOS Agencies strongly believe in the convening power of GEO; that the next decade of GEO
will build upon the accomplishments of the last decade; and that the GEO Strategic Plan 2016-2025 lays
a strong foundation for future success. We encourage all existing, and potential, GEO participants and
partners to work together to implement that Strategic Plan and make that success a reality.

We, as CEQS, as the ‘space arm’ of GEO, will do our part. Thank you.



