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Minutes V1.0
339th CEOS SECRETARIAT MEETING
Tuesday, 9 September 2025
Darmstadt, Germany
Chaired by UKSA
Participants
CSA:				Frederic Fournier*
CSIRO:				Amy Parker*, Zandria Farrell*
ESA:				Marie-Claire Greening
EUMETSAT:	           		Jörg Schulz, Robert Husband
Executive Officer Team:	Steven Ramage, Lefteris Mamais
GA:	Jonathon Ross, Maggie Arnold
JAXA SIT Chair Team:	Osamu Ochiai, Mariko Harada, Yuko Nakamura, Masatoshi Kamei, Satoshi Uenuma*, Stephen Ward
NASA:				Julie Robinson, Sid Boukabara, Michelle Hanssen
NOAA:		            		James Donnellon, Mary Ann Kutny, Adria Schwarber		
SEO:				David Borges
UKSA CEOS Chair Team:	Beth Greenaway, Niall Bradshaw, Shaneigh Turner, John Remedios, Matt Steventon, Harvey Jones
WGCapD:			Dan Matsapola*
WGCV:		    		Medhavy Thankappan*
WGClimate:	    	        	Wenying Su
WGDisasters:			Marcelo Uriburu Quirno*
WGISS:			Tom Sohre*
* indicates online attendance
1. Welcome
Beth Greenaway (UKSA, CEOS Chair Team) welcomed participants to SEC-339 and reviewed the agenda. No additions or changes were requested. Jörg Schulz (EUMETSAT) welcomed everyone to EUMETSAT Headquarters and shared an apology on behalf of Paul Counet.
2. [bookmark: _j3ulfrwcgw7]SIT Technical Workshop Agenda Review
Osamu Ochiai (JAXA, SIT Chair Team) reviewed the 2025 SIT Technical Workshop agenda and the major points of discussion.
3. [bookmark: _76rutl26609b]Review Status of CEOS Leadership Positions
Beth Greenaway (UKSA, CEOS Chair Team) reviewed the status of CEOS leadership positions, noting there are several transitions occurring at the CEOS Plenary meeting in November.
It was noted that a SIT Vice Chair nomination is needed, ideally before the 2025 CEOS Plenary. The incoming SIT Chair team of NASA will take the lead in identifying a candidate and the UKSA CEOS Chair Team will include an agenda item at SEC-340 on this topic.
Steven Ramage will step down as CEOS Executive Officer at the end of this calendar year and transition the support contract to Lefteris Mamais (Evenflow).
Marie-Claire Greening (ESA) noted that ESA has nominated Christoph Aubrecht to serve as the next WGCapD Vice Chair. If endorsed by CEOS Plenary, Christoph will undertake a one year Vice Chair term in 2026 and will take on the Chair role for 2027-2028. Dan Matsapola of SANSA has agreed to extend his Chair term for an additional year to cover the withdrawal of AEM’s Vice Chair earlier this year.
WGClimate operates jointly between CEOS and CGMS, and leadership alternates between meteorological and non-meteorological agencies. Vincent-Henri Peuch (ECMWF) will serve as Chair for 2027-2028 and the Vice Chair role is open to nominations from a non-meteorological agency.
Nitant Dube of ISRO will take over as WGISS Chair at the 2025 CEOS Plenary. A nomination has been received from ESA (Damiano Guerrucci) for the Vice Chair role for 2026-27, which will be presented for confirmation at the 2025 CEOS Plenary.
ASI has confirmed a nomination for Antonio Montuori to serve as the 2026-2027 Vice Chair of WGDisasters. The nomination will be presented for endorsement at the 2025 CEOS Plenary.
COAST-VC is seeking a new Co-Lead.
4. Membership Applications Expected at CEOS Plenary
Steven Ramage (CEOS Executive Officer) shared that a letter of self-nomination has been received from the African Space Agency (AfSA), requesting Associate CEOS membership. Steven is also expecting a letter of self-nomination from the Hellenic Space Agency, Philippine Space Agency (PhilSA), and potentially the Institute of Space Studies of Catalonia (IEEC).
	339-01
	CEOS Chair Team to review the letter of self-nomination received from the African Space Agency (AfSA), confirm there is a clear indication of eligibility and potential contributions, and extend an invitation to the 2025 CEOS Plenary if the application is deemed acceptable.
	SEC-340


5. [bookmark: _swph9kcqdnih]AOB
Upcoming Meetings
Upcoming meetings as detailed on the CEOS website were reviewed.
It was recalled that the 2025 CEOS Plenary in Bath will feature a Youth Event on Tuesday the 4th of November where select students that participated in the ‘CEOS in Schools’ pilot will showcase their work and attend a question and answer session with CEOS Principals.
SIT-41 will be hosted by NASA on 14-16 April, 2026, in Irvine, California, USA. The 2026 SIT Technical Workshop will be hosted by NASA on 8-10 September, 2026, in Washington, D.C., USA.
The 76th International Astronautical Congress will be held in Sydney, Australia from September 29 to October 3, 2025. Geoscience Australia and the incoming 2026 CEOS Chair Team will aim to ensure visibility of CEOS and its activities.
The ESA Council Meeting at Ministerial level, CM25 will take place from November 26 to 27, 2025 in Bremen, Germany.
6. [bookmark: _93a6337f49t9]Adjournment
Beth Greenaway (UKSA, CEOS Chair Team) thanked the participants of SEC-339. The next CEOS Secretariat meeting will be SEC-340, which will be held on 9 October 2025. The plan for CEOS SEC teleconferences/meetings leading up to the 2025 CEOS Plenary is as follows (typically Thursday):
	SEC-340: 9 October 2025
SEC-341: 4 November 2025 (at CEOS Plenary 2025)


The start time for all teleconferences will be 7 AM U.S. Eastern. If there are face-to-face meetings, the times will be communicated closer to the dates.
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