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• WP4200:   CEOS Coordinated Response to new 
GCOS-IP    Due:  September 2012

CEOS Task
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GCOS IP 2010

• The 2010 edition of the Implementation Plan for the Global Observing 
System for Climate in Support of the UNFCCC (IP-10) replaces a similarly 
titled Plan (IP-04) which was published in 2004.  Its purpose is to provide 
an updated set of Actions required to implement and maintain a 
comprehensive global observing system for climate that will address the 
commitments of the Parties under Articles 4 and 5 of the UNFCCC and 
support their needs for climate observations in fulfilment of the 
objectives of the Convention.

• This revised Plan updates the Actions in the IP-04, taking account of recent 
progress in science and technology, the increased focus on adaptation, 
enhanced efforts to optimize mitigation measures, and the need for 
improved prediction and projection of climate change. It focuses on the 
timeframe 2010-2015
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Example of the GCOS Actions 
related to upper air 

temperature
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GCOS Satellite Supplement

• ..provides supplemental detail to the 2010 Update of the Implementation 
Plan for the Global Observing System for Climate in Support of the UNFCCC
(GCOS-138, August 2010, hereafter called the ‘GCOS Implementation Plan’ 
or ’IP-10’) related to the generation of global climate products derived 
from measurements made from satellites
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GCOS satellite supplement 
provides

• Products,  Target Requirements, Benefits

• Rationale

• Currently Achievable Performance

• Requirements for satellite instruments and 
data

• Calibration, Validation and Archiving Needs

• Adequacy and Inadequacy of Current Holdings

• Immediate Actions, Partnerships and 
International Coordination.
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CEOS Response:

• Reinforces the needs called out by the GCOS Satellite 
Supplement

– Provides more detail on the deliverables, coordination, 
activities and who will lead the effort.

– Calls out agency activities

– Calls out international coordination

• Can include additional activities not called out by 
GCOS but may be considered important by CEOS.

• Provides to  CEOS, what can be achieved with current 
funding and additional funding
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• 47 Actions to respond to.

• Identified domain leads (atmosphere, ocean, terrestrial)
– Goldberg – Atmosphere

– Dowell – Ocean

– Dwyer – Terrestrial

• Coordinate with CEOS working groups, CEOS virtual 
constellations,  and Climate related external groups (e.g. 
SCOPE-CM, GSICS, WCRP, CGMS), and  experts to develop plans 
responding to the GCOS IP10 actions via templates 

• We expect that the new CEOS response will help agencies to 
plan their Climate Data programs and vice versa
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Approach (2/2)
• Identify Subject Matter Experts(~3) for each GCOS-

IP action to develop response via common template

• Identify existing coordination groups (eg. GOFC-
GOLD for fire) for vetting the response

• Use input from the GCOS satellite supplement

• WGC to review and provide input to templates

– Key activities should intersect agency climate programs

• Use templates to develop the report

• Report will be reviewed by Working Group on 
Climate

• Finalize report by September 2012
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• Supported the update of the GCOS Satellite Supplement

• Briefed GCOS AOPC,  Feedback on 2 templates

• Received 7 draft templates of 15 for Atmosphere
– A11, A19, A21, A26, A29, A32, A34

• Received 3 draft templates of 9 from Ocean
– O7, O10, O15

• Received 3 of 21  from Terrestrial
– T16, T29, T39

• Leveling exercise underway  (complete by June 15),
Actual completion was August 30 

• Goal to have 70% November,  100% in February
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Outcome of the Level 
Exercise

• My initial survey, was that a few were very good, and 
a few was an echo of the GCOS supplement.

• Enlisted the System Engineering expertise of the SEO 
to review all the completed templates and to 
recommend a modified template so there would be 
no confusion.

• We found T39 to be the best, and T39 was converted 
to the new template and now we are ready to 
complete the other actions.
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• CEOS has a significant task to respond to the latest GCOS IP

• Excellent opportunity to engage the community to work 
together in response to the GCOS-IP

• Completed the leveling of the  completed draft templates 
(CEOS GCOS IP action plans) and provided feedback

• Achieve critical mass  - minimum 70 % of templates 
completed by Plenary 

– Significant all-day side meeting at CEOS plenary to review, with 

domain leads, VCs, Working Groups, etc.
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CEOS Response to GCOS 
Satellite Supplement
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