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ESA procures EO data (and associated services) for its own purpose or on 
behalf of other institutions

→ ESA Third Party Missions and Copernicus Contributing Missions

EO data (and associated delivery services) 

for operational public needs

Copernicus Contributing Missions

Operational data delivery:

- from established data suppliers

- from emerging data suppliers 

EO data for R&D and science needs

Earthnet Third Party Missions

Initial data assessment

(mainly for commercial EO data)

Growing data portfolio including 

emerging data domains

→ Includes EDAP and coordination with NASA

ESA as Anchor Customer
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• EOS-4 (Indian ISRO C-band SAR added as ESA TPM in 2024)

• Missions under assessment in emerging data domains (Hyperspectral, thermal infrared, atmospheric composition) 

SAR, Multispectral, Atmospheric missions approved as ESA 

Third Party Missions (for scientific use)

TPM streamlines access to a broad catalogue of 
satellite missions, each with distinct payloads, 

resolution capabilities, and mission-specific 
attributes. By consolidating these assets onto a 
single European Space Agency (ESA) platform, 

users can efficiently select, and access data tailored 
to their project needs.
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Central component – Earthnet TPMs

More than 14,300 research projects used 

TPM data since 2008 with over 2300 newly 

registered TPM users in the last 12 

months

TPMs data combined with the data from 

ESA missions, can exploit the synergy 

between all sources of data to meet the 

needs of user communities, from different 

sectors, for a growing range of 

applications 

https://earth.esa.int/eogateway/missions/third-party-
missions
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TPM Data Sample products gallery & Data Access Guide

https://earth.esa.int/eogateway/news/explore-sample-data-products-from-third-party-missions https://earth.esa.int/eogateway
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How to Access commercial TPM Data – Project Proposal

From the Earth Online mission description page:

https://earth.esa.int/eogateway/missions/third-

party-missions

https://earth.esa.int/eogateway/missions/third-party-missions
https://earth.esa.int/eogateway/missions/third-party-missions
https://earth.esa.int/eogateway/missions/third-party-missions
https://earth.esa.int/eogateway/missions/third-party-missions
https://earth.esa.int/eogateway/missions/third-party-missions
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Explaining the Third Party Missions licensing scheme

Eligible PIs include:

General conditions of TPM data utilisation:

❑ Research and development (R&D) entities worldwide (e.g. university, research institution)

❑ R&D and innovation teams of commercial European companies exclusively for non-
commercial and non-operational activities

❑ Incubators and Business Incubation Centres (BIC) for civil EO research applications only.

TPM Data can be 

categorized as open

or restrained, with 

access requiring a 

Fast Registration or 

Project Proposal 

TPM Very high-

resolution 

imagery over 

conflict areas 

not available

Any publication 

resulting from 

work carried out 

using TPM Data 

must credit ESA

(and data 

provider)

Restrictions may apply to 

users from certain 

countries, depending on 

license conditions and 

national security legislation 

in the data provider’s 

country as specified in the 

“Living Annex”

The Living Annex to the 

“Terms and Conditions” 

document contains the list 

of TPMs with diverging 

utilisation rules as 

stipulated by a respective 

TPM Owner (TPMO)

The Annex is constantly 

updated, and the 

amendments to the 

general conditions are 

specified for each TPMO
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The European Copernicus Space component
- Copernicus Contributing Missions -

Air Quality

Earth Observation data

& much more…

C
o

m
p

lem
en

tarity
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The European Copernicus Space component
- Copernicus Contributing Missions -

complementary commercial and 

national Earth Observation data and 

for

& much more…

improved revisit times, higher spatial resolution, 

and complementary spectral capabilities

EO
 d

ata 



11

Sentinels

CCM follows an industrial policy:

→ EU preference for data procurement

→ Gradual inclusion of data from 

European space start-ups/scale ups 

→ Importance given to data quality

Copernicus Contributing Missions (CCM)

→ serving the 6 Copernicus Services

Climate 

Change

ECMWF

Atmosphere

ECMWF

Marine

Mercator

Land

EEA 

EC JRC

Emergency

EC JRC

Security

SatCen

EMSA

Frontex

CCMs and Copernicus Services

Copernicus 

Space 

Component

Copernicus 

Service 

Component

synergy
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Earth Observation Data Suppliers for miscellaneous data needs :
Mini-competitions awarding commercial contracts to companies which either act as owner or as a broker of
non-European satellite data

European Earth Observation Established Data Suppliers :
Mini-competitions awarding commercial contracts for systematic or on-demand data purchase; addressed
at European companies, which are registered in an EU Member State or Copernicus Participating Country. 
Objective is to buy increasingly more European data in line with the EU Space regulation on Strategic Autonomy.

European Earth Observation Emerging Data Suppliers :
Mini-competitions awarding anchor customer contracts (max. duration of 5 years) for  data 
purchase & data quality validation activities; addressed at European companies, which are 
registered in an EU Member State or Copernicus Participating Country for less than 15 years

→ The DPS is a digital procurement process – accessible via the esa-star procurement system – that shortens and simplifies 
the bidding process for commercial Earth observation data providers (Copernicus Contributing Missions)

→ CCM Category 1

→ CCM Category 2

→ CCM Category 3

ESA’s Dynamic Purchasing System for CCM 

This DPS includes opportunities for three groups of data providers:



13Radio Frequency

Thermal IR

Hyperspectral

Multispectral - ≤1m

Multispectral - ≤4m

SAR

Atmospheric 

Composition

Category-1 Category-2 (EU) Category-3 (non-EU)

Emerging providers Established providers

through EUSI

CCMEs as of 2025 Further evolution expected in the 
next few years

through EUSI



14SPIP image 

Argentina 

Image property of Aerospacelab

CCM Category-1 data demonstrations 

Explore the practical integration of European Emerging CCM data into Copernicus with Sentinel 

data to enhance interoperability and complement existing missions, as well as prepare for 

future Sentinel expansion missions. 

Hyperfield -1 image

USA - South Dakota - Badlands National Park

Image property of Kuva Space 

In average 3 data 

demonstrations per 

CCM Category-1 

mission per year

(currently 9 

contracts, 6 additional 

contracts in Q2 2025)

ProtoMéthée image
Dubai Jebel Ali island
Image property 
of Prométhée Earth 
IntelligenceHyperfield -1 image

Image property of Kuva Space 

ConstellR

Ororatech
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Access to CCM data

CCM systematic data

Predefined seasonal coverages

https://dataspace.copernicus.eu

Triennial 
VHR 

optical 
coverage 
of Europe

ESA  manages the Copernicus Data Space Ecosystem 

(CDSE), the single entry-point for all users to Sentinel 

data and CCM systematic data

CCM systematic data can be downloaded from CDSE 

Copernicus Browser 

Copernicus

DEM

CDSE

On-demand CCM data

Acquired over areas affected by natural and man-made 

disasters or crisis situations

https://www.rapidresponse.copernicus.eu/

ESA manages the Copernicus Contributing Missions Rapid 

Response Desk (CCM-RRD), the operational hub enabling 

24/7 satellite tasking, user support, rapid on-demand data 

access for Copernicus Services (CCM Cat-2/3) 

Data catalogue allowing access to CCM data as ordered by 

Copernicus Services for re-use by other eligible users

CCM-RRD

https://www.rapidresponse.copernicus.eu/


Updated user categories and access rights (Copernicus CDSE)
(for Contributing Missions data – systematic data)

Who can access Copernicus Contributing 
Missions data ?

Viewing  data 
(discovery)

Downloading 
data

Copernicus services & Union Institutional 
Users

✓ ✓

Union Research Projects ✓ ✓

National Public Authority ✓ ✓

International organisations ✓ *

General public ✓

*download allowed for a few (older) systematic data sets



User categories and access rights (Copernicus CDSE)
(for Copernicus DEM data)

Who can access Copernicus 
DEM data ?

90 m 30 m 10 m

Copernicus services & Union 
Institutional Users

DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD

Union Research Projects DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD

National Public Authority DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD

International organisations DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD VIEW

General Public DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD VIEW

Copernicus Operators DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD DOWNLOAD

CopDEM 10m download now also allowed for National Public Authorities



CCM–RRD – Data Offer

Who can access CCM on-
demand data* ?

Viewing  
data

Downloading 
data

Tasking 
satellites

Copernicus services & 
Union Institutional Users

✓ ✓ ✓

Union Research Projects ✓ ✓ ✓ ** 

National Public Authority ✓ ✓

International 
organisations

✓ ✓

General public

* rapid on-demand data access is coordinated by RRD, including a 
rolling archive for re-use of the same data within 6 months. No 
long-term data access. 

** if tasking accepted by DG-DEFIS
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Potential evolution of the European EO space capacity until 2030 
(Sentinel fleet, commercial and national satellite missions)   
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