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● Joint OGC/ISO ARD Standards Working Group (May 2023)
● Strategic Pause / Inactivation Motion (August 2024)

Joint OGC-ISO ARD SWG: Rationale for SWG Inactivation Motion
Based on observations and participation in over a year of Joint OGC-ISO ARD SWG teleconferences, the pace of progress of developing a standard 
for geospatial ARD is incompatible with the expectations, deadlines, and processes imposed upon it. Though the SWG is requesting a 6 month
extension to the ISO effort, this extension would not provide sufficient time to work through the numerous foundational issues in both content and 
SWG dynamics, evidenced by the SWG’s limited progress over the past 12 months.

Specifically, the SWG has experienced multiple core challenges that include a lack of distinct progress on a geospatial ARD standard, insufficient 
diversity in contributors, and inadequate consensus among active contributors.

While this motion to inactivate seeks to strategically pause the Joint OGC-ISO activities, it does not question the importance and relevance of the 
ARD concept broadly. The CEOS-ARD Framework, which the SWG was largely based upon, is itself actively evolving to account for relevant 
technology developments, such as the evolution of STAC. Because of this rapid technological development, current efforts to define ARD broadly 
would benefit greatly by shifting from a standards approach to a more open source specification approach. This would allow agile development on 
an unrestricted timeline which can be reintroduced to OGC and ISO standards processes after it has been iteratively improved, implemented, and 
has seen adoption by real-world user communities and data providers.

To ensure that diverging, and conflicting, standards development efforts do not proceed prematurely, both the OGC and ISO aspects of the Joint 
SWG should be suspended for now, allowing this agile and open source specification effort to mature, as detailed in this blog post, authored by the 
Cloud Native Geospatial Foundation and Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS).

History - Joint SWG: Premature  
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• ISO

• 24 April 2026: INCITS GIS Meeting (USA specific)

• 4 May 2026: TC211 WG6 Imagery 19176-1 PWI ARD Project Team Meeting

• 7-8 May 2026: ISO TC211 62nd Plenary (PWI ARD vote)

• OGC

• Oct 2025: 133rd Member Meeting (CO, USA) [US Gov shutdown]

• March 2026: 134th Member Meeting (PA, USA)

• 1-5 June 2026: OGC Connect / 135th Technical Meeting (Helsinki)

• 19-23 October 2026: OGC Connect / 136th Technical Meeting (Cape Town)

Timeline
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• ISO

• ISO 19176-1 WG 6 Imagery ARD Project, PWI Stage 0

• CEOS influence in WG6 Imagery - Country-level

• Develop a brief regarding the ISO ARD standards development that can be 
shared with national standards body contacts (useful?)

• OGC

• OGC ARD SWG → DWG Vote [When?]

• 2-3 Co-Chair Nominations Required

• CEOS must identify desired Co-Chairs before pushing for vote

Topics



Slide 6CEOS LSI-VC-19

● Was Stage 1 under Joint OGC/ISO WG, strategically paused
● Renewed as Stage 0 PWI at last ISO Meeting 2025 (Wuhan)
● Vote towards Stage 1 planned for May 2026

ISO: WG 6 ARD Project  

https://www.iso.org/standard/32594.html


Slide 7CEOS LSI-VC-19

ISO Intl Standards Process  
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The 19176-1 PWI team meeting at Ottawa will discuss the future of 19176-1 ARD project 
and come with a resolution that will be submitted to plenary for voting. At the March 
tele-con, we discussed three possible options. The in-person meeting at Ottawa  needs to 
come with a decision on which option to take:

1. Move back to Stage 1 for actually starting the standard development

2. Stay at Stage 0 for another half year. We have reached the time limit for 
Stage 0, so we need to get approval from Plenary to stay in Stage 0 for 
another half year

3. Cancel the Project entirely

CEOS Agreed Preference: Option 3

ISO Upcoming Vote (4-8 May)   
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ISO Upcoming Vote (4-8 May)   
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● CEOS and OGC leadership support the conversion from 
SWG → DWG

OGC: ARD SWG → DWG  
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● CEOS and OGC leadership support the conversion from SWG 
→ DWG

● Do we target June or October?

● Need minimum 2 confirmed DWG Co-Chairs. Who?

● Establish DWG. Pursue OGC Community Standard (same as 
STAC)

● Then, leverage OGC Community Standard into ISO

● Potential alternative
● OGC Best Practice. Reestablish Joint OGC/ISO SWG

Proposed CEOS Path Forward  
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● ARD Project, Stage 0, membership requires ISO WG 6 formal 
membership

● WG 6 formal membership is dependent on formal membership in 
your national-level ISO / Standards body. Ex:
○ USA: INCITS → ANSI → ISO
○ Australia: Standards Australia → ISO
○ Japan: Japanese Industrial Standards Committee → ISO
○ Italy: Ente Italiano di Normazione (UNI) → ISO
○ Etc

How many known linkages does CEOS currently have in this context?

CEOS – ISO Crosswalk
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1. CEOS organizational Position: ISO TC211 Plenary vote on ARD 
Project Team

2. CEOS organizational position: OGC ARD SWG → DWG 
conversion? Co-Chairs confirmation? Which meeting?

3. Agencies should determine your individual, national-level, 
ISO engagement organization and establish relationship 
and awareness of CEOS-ARD efforts.

Standard setting organizations are being displaced by self organizing 
data practitioner communities.
Jed Sundwall, Executive Director, Radiant Earth

Required Decisions / Actions
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