


•

•

•

•



•

•
–

–

–

–

•
–

–

•
–









•

•

•

•

•





How to bring as much 

observational scrutiny as 

possible to the IPCC process?  

How to best utilize the wealth 

of NASA Earth observations 

for the IPCC process? 
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•To provide the community of researchers that will access and evaluate the 
CMIP5 model results access to analogous sets (in terms periods, variables, 
temporal/spatial frequency, dissemination) of satellite data. 

• To be carried out in close coordination with the corresponding CMIP5 
modeling entities and activities – in this case PCMDI and WGCM. 

• To directly engage the observational (e.g. mission and instrument) science 
teams to facilitate production of the corresponding data sets and 
documentation. 



1. Use the CMIP5 simulation protocol (Taylor et al. 2008) as guideline for deciding 
which observations to stage in parallel to model simulations.  

2. Work with satellite community to identify data sets [e.g., AIRS, MLS, TES, 
QuikSCAT, CloudSat, Topex/Jason, CERES, TRMM, AMSR-E, TRMM] 

3. Work with observational teams to produce 2-3 page technical document 
describing strengths/weaknesses, uncertainties, dos/don’ts regarding 
interpretations comparisons with models.  (at graduate student level) 

4. Transform satellite observations into netcdf CF compliant format. 

5. Provide a strategy for accessing them that has close parallels to the model data 
archive (e.g. ESG). 

6. Advertise availability of observations for use in CMIP5 analysis (e.g. summer 
school at JPL, special journal issue). 
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