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GEO update to WGDisasters #11
Topics covered:

• Overview of GEO’s DRR activities

• GEO Work Programme

• Programme Board Sendai Subgroup



GEO DRR activities
Strategic/operational activities

Operationa
l

Strategic

Core 
(GEO)

• CEOS WGDisasters
• Sendai Subgroup
• WP Alignment

• UNISDR
• Global Assessment 

Report
• Focus on Members and 

POs

• Maintain focus on 
Sendai-related activities

• Promote Regional 
activities



Disaster Risk Reduction
A GEO Priority Engagement Area

GEO supports Disaster Risk Reduction 
by improving coordination of Earth 
observations to increase ability to 
disaster forecasting, preparation, 
mitigation, management 
and recovery.



GEO Work Programme 2017-19
Disaster Risk Reduction in the GEO Work Programme



GEO Work Programme 2020-22
Developing a fit-for-purpose offering

The 2020-2022 GEO Work Programme is the second three-year 
Work Programme to be developed within the framework of the GEO 
Strategic Plan 2016-2025.

• Early stage of 
development

• Not necessarily 
delivering a product or 
service

• Recognised as a GEO 
Activity

• Demonstrated or piloted products or services
• Have an active relationship with GEO
• Often has a policy mandate from an international 

body



GEO Work Programme 2020-22
CEOS led disaster-related activities

The focus on the three GEO Engagement Priority areas means that 
there is direct links between the GEO Work Programme and the 
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. 

• Global Flood Risk 
Monitoring (GFRM)

• Earth Observations for 
Disaster Risk Management



GEO Work Programme 2020-22
Planning Chart



GEO Work Programme 2020-22
The role of CEOS WGDisaster

• There will be an opportunity for CEOS to help identify where 
satellite-based Earth observations can support the Work 
Programme

• Please stay involved in the process!



GEO Sendai Subgroup
Coordinating activities across GEO 

Programme Board has set up the Sendai Subgroup to look at:

“How can GEO, through its Work Programme, support and inform 
the Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction and the 

overarching Sendai Framework.” 

Subgroup Members:

Australia, China, Ghana, Italy, Norway, United Kingdom, CEOS, 
COSPAR, ESA, GODAN, IAG, IUGG, OGC, MRI



The Sendai Framework
Seven targets underpin the Framework



Supporting Sendai
Coordinating EO for Disasters

GEO supports 
implementation of 
Sendai Framework 

targets E,F and G 
through engagement 

with UNISDR.

E: Substantially increase the number of countries with 
national and local disaster risk reduction strategies by 2020;

F: Substantially enhance international cooperation to 
developing countries through adequate and sustainable 
support to complement their national actions for 
implementation of the present framework by 2030;

G: Substantially increase the availability of and access to 
multi-hazard early warning systems and disaster risk 
information and assessments to people by 2030.



Sendai Subgroup Tasks
Summary of tasks and desired outcomes 



Sendai Subgroup Tasks
Progress against deliverables…

Development of consistent language for all disaster-related WP 
activities, ensuring alignment with goals and indicators of the Sendai 
Framework.

In early stage discussions with a GEO Member regarding the 
development of a Sendai specific GEO Community Activity.

Discussion with GEO Secretariat regarding Sendai members 
participating in the review process for Work Programme 2020-22.



Sendai Subgroup Tasks
Progress against deliverables…

Creation of an events calendar to capture events that GEO Members 
are attending.

Commitment make sure that there is a disaster-related write-up 
within each GEO newsletter. 



Please keep in touch…

jnorris@geosec.org

https://twitter.com/iceiceclimber

www.linkedin.com/in/james-norris

https://www.earthobservations.org
/area.php?a=dr

mailto:jnorris@geosec.org
https://twitter.com/iceiceclimber
http://www.linkedin.com/in/james-norris
https://www.earthobservations.org/area.php?a=dr
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