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WGISS believes that community portals that are targeted to a specific user community and which bundles access to a predefined set of data and services (subset of all the available data and services from GEO) are a highly effective and efficient way for the user communities to access the data and services needed for a particular science community, a particular set of decision makers, or a societal benefit application community.  Currently the existence of the specific community portals are difficult for users to find out about when accessing the GEO home page, the GEO clients, or general GEO information.  Increasing the visibility and the discoverability of the community portals is important for increased usage of the GEO resources for data and services.  Examples of WGISS affiliated community portals include the Atmospheric Composition Portal and the Land Surface Imaging Portal,  etc.    But there are many other discipline related portals such as the future Water Community of Practice portal  that should be easily discoverable and accessible through GEO.

• All portals should be registered in components/services registry
• The GEO homepage and the GEO Portal page should have information about community specific portals, with a description on the targeted user community and the types of information and data available through the community specific  portals.
